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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Foruias.—Owing to the devistation cnnsed by
the floods there is danger of a famine in Huugary.
Edwin Booth played Hamlet last evening in
Berlin and was enthusiastically received. A
decision nganst Mr. Bradlaugh bas been given in
Tiis aciion against the Depoty- sergeant-of-Arms of
the House of Commons. =—— Mr. Lawes has ap-
plied for a new imal of the libel snit which was
brought agawnst him by Mr. Belt, and which was
wou by the latter. The examination of the
anarchisia in Lyons has ended,

Coxcress<.—Ip the Henate vesterday the amend-
mens 1o the Fitz Jonn Porter bill prov.ding that
General Porter shall receive no pay, compengation
or allowance prior to his reinstatement, Wwas agroed
to; a motion to postpons the bill indefinitely was
Tost, yeas 24, uays 31; the bill was passed by a
vote of 3 t027. Tho consideration of the Tanff
bl was resumed, =—— In the Hounse the Shipping
bill was cvnsidered ; Mr. Cand ler's free-<hip amend-
ment to [he commities substituta for the eightesnth
soction of the bill was agreed to by & vute of 125 10
104.

Dosestio.—None of the bodies barned in the
Miiwsukos fire was recovered yesterduay ; the num-
ber killed 1s yot unknown, =—— Tue aunual meot-
ing of the Board of Regents was begun in Albany.
Two men were killed by an explosion in
Brookhaven, Miss. === William Brush, the sup-
posed murderer o! his wife wo Stratford, Conn., was
arrested. == The Republicsn Senstorial Confer-
ence was held in Boston, but a formal vote was not
taken. —— ‘Attorney-General Paimer, of Pennsyi-
vanta, rendered a devision against the Western
Uunion in regard to the purchase or consoliantion of
competing lines. Theodors Thomus filed a
il in equity in the United States Courts eujoiuing
Joseph G. Leunon from producing * The Redowp-
tion” 1n Boston.

City AND SUBURBAN.—Misa Livingston was
awsrded a verdiet tor $75,000 yesterday in her suit
against Heory Flemiug in Brooklyn, === Garrct
8. Buics, the dishouestbunk official of Jemsey City,
was locked np in defunlt of bail. Ihe Tth
Regiment ball took place. The Chamber of
Commerce and the Maritime Exchange diseussed
Congressional bills affecting shipping inferests,
—— A society was formed to ssoure the preservi-
fion of Nisgara Falla, = A summons Was inaned
by Jusites Duify for Henry Pronss Cooper.
Gold value of tne legal tender gilver dollar (4121
gralus), %4.33 cents. Stocks were dull and
fuetusted withiu narrow limits, and®closed feature-
loss.

TuE WEATHER—TRIBUNE local observations mdi-
cate elear or fair weather, with slight changes i
temperature, Temperaturs yosterday :  Higloest,
19°; lowest, 09 ; nverage, 135",

=

The Fitz John Porter Lill passed the Senate
yestorday. But the vote Was 60 close, yeas 33,
nays 27, that the General's friends will hardly
feel like crowing very loudly over the result
The bill bas stll to jun the gauntlet of the
Hlonse, 50 us yet it is impossible to determine
what its ultimate fate will be.

The courts decline to heal Mr. Charles Drad-
Jaugh’s grievous wounds inflicted upon him by
the Hounse of Commons. e brought an action
agaipst the Deputy Rergeant-at-Arms who
foreibly prevented his entrauce to the House
after the House had declared by resolution
that be should not sit for Northampton. There
will be not a little curiosity to sce what his next

PSS
The Tammany members of the State Senate
have retreated from the position of aggressive,
say cantankerous, independence which
oocupled last seasion. Yesterday the
‘Anti-Tammany lion opened its mouth and gave
them & cordial invitation to ccmw into it and be
the invitation—in
other words, they voted to make John C. Jacobs
«pro tem of the Senate. The terms
by the lion are not made known, but
they doubtless were generous.
. e —

“patches that Mr.

this disreputable game of obatraction must nob
be so foolish ns to imagine that the public does
not understand what is going on. They are
gowing the wind and some of these daye must
expect to reap the whirlwind.

The Senatorial contest in  Masaachuselts ex-
cites miuch interest all over the country,
The feeling in fayor of Mr. Hoar's re-
clection is very strong, but Goveruor Louog
has many #rdent and inflaential friends
in and ont of the Lezislatare who are earnest-
Iy laboring for his promotion. Our dispatches
from Boston indieats that the eanvass will be
long and closely contestad. 1t looks to Repub-
licans at large as if the good 011 Bay State
would miss it it she dil not make Hoar his
own successor. He has certainly rendered her
good and faithfal saryice. Doabiless he has
made mistakes. But has Massachusetts any
servants, public or private, that have not! No
new man conld succeed to s experience, in-
fluence or cfficiency.

Last weck Senator Covert introduced a
resolution which has been generally inter-
preted as demonstrating that he just h ungered
and thirsted for the full fraition of Civil Ber-
vice Reform. Yesterday he called up the res-
olution omly to assert, in substance, that he
was opposed to any scheme of Civil Service Re-
form that was inconsistent with the good old
Demoeratic doetrine * to the victor belones the
spoils.” Under the circumstances we are atn
loss to determiue whether Mr, Covert is ambi-
tious for the honors of a humorist or those of &
dempgogue. During the lively debate on the
resolution Senator McCarthy was cruel enongh
to remind his Democratic arsocintes that their
leader, Governor Cleveland, had evineed s
devotion for Civil Service Reform by removing
the Pardon Clerk of the Exccutive Depart-
ment, who had served with efficiency and
fidelity during the five previous udministra-

tions.
pe—e

It will be seen from our Washington dis-
Maurtin, of the sub-committee
uppointed by the Repabliean National Com-
mittee to report a plan of ealling the next Re-
publiean Nationul Convention, doea not agree
with Messrs. Chandler and Forbes of the Com-
mittee. Mr. Forbes does not sce eye to eye
with Mr. Chandler, biut, as Tne FRIBUNE hinas
already pointed out, they are likely to favor the
game plan. The plan gives to each State foar
delegates-nt-large, two del gates for each Con-
gressional district, three additional delegates-
at-large for each Republican Scnptor and three
for each Republicsan Representative in the
Congress existiug when the Convention is held.
Mr. Maitin proposes to give cach State Lwo del-
egutes-at-large, <ach Congressionnl  district
one delegate and ench State one delegate for
every 12,000 Republican votes enst for Presi-
Jdent in 1880, This plan is based on the theory
that representation in the National Convention
onght to be based not on population but un
Republican votes, There are gool features in
both these plans. It is earuestly to be hoped
that the matter will be finally disposed of at
the appreaching meetiog of the full Committee.
It has been delaged too long already.

METHODS OF TAXATION.

Certninly the burdens of taxation ought to be
redneed, But what are the burdens of tax-
ation? How many people are there who have
ever felt them, or can tell what they are? Per-
hiaps it might be profitable for members of Con-
gress nud others to get out of the eommon rut
of thoughtless *taking things for granted,”
and to consider for a minote what are the bur-
dene of taxation which ought to be removed.

Certain people, having more money than they
peed, please 1o buy whiskey, beer, cigurs and
tobacco. In the price, they pay a tax which
amonnted last year to $133,419,317. It is safe
to say that ng man of all the millions who have
honght these articles during the past year was
aware that he was hearing » burden. Nor can
anyboay say how much cheaper, if aoy, thess
articles woulil be to retail buyers were the tax
entirely removed. A large part of the differ-
ence in cost, it ia certain, would be absorbed by
the retail sellers, and added to their profits,
But the money, when collected, doos not go out
of existence or out of the country. Itis dis-
tributed arain, each week or each mounth, in
paying the expenses of Government—in bnyiong
up its bonds, thus stopping forever a part of
{be bnrden now borne. Last year more than
the whole ancunt taken from econsumers of
liquors and tobacco was expended in redecming
thiree and one-half per ccnt bonds, 8o that the
tax paid really diminished the burden to be
borse by the people to the extent of $4,650,000
yearly for all time to come. All the people, rich
and poor, east 1 nd west, gev the beocfit, The
prople who want to nse liquors and tobacco
upeonsciously contribute, partly to their own
permunent benefit—for they form n large por-
tion of the whole people—and parily to the
permanent benefit of others, If the tax were
removed they wight consiume more liquor and
mote tobacco, but would put away no part of
the cost for their own good or that of the
country.

Then there is the duty on manufactured
goods, which thoese pay who consume foreign
products.  Ahout $90,000,000 was collected
Jast year from consumers of foreign iror and
steel, wool and woolleas, cotton und silk goods.
In almost every branch cheaper but equally
serviceable articles of domestic make can be
had, if the consnmers prefer. I some cases the
consumer chooses the foreign prodoct as o
material to mix with otfier of home prodaction,
beeause it has especial utility ; in other cases
he prefers to pay the tax in order to have a
foreign vather than a domestic produet. In
either case no home product is ne rily
enhaneed in price by the duty; that lappens
only where articles of similar character and vost
are songht for similar nses, and snch cases em-
brace but a part of the duty-paying articles.
But here is a tax, on the fuce of it abant
£00,000,000, and including enhancement n
cost of some domestic products, & somewhat
larger sum, which we pay, for what? We sup-
port the Government and pay debt with it, ani
we also sustain and atimulate important man-
ufactures, which give to millions of workers
better wages than they conld get in any other
country.

The money that goes into the Treasury and
comes out again, lize the revenne from the
whiskey tax, is contributed by these who use
foreign products, and psed for the benefit of
all. They get part of the benefity and ‘all
other people & part. But the indirect benefit
secured by building up great industries goes
to all the paople in the end. For all finuily get
clhieaper goods because the home manufuctures
are able to attain a vigorous development.
There is no doubt that the country has to bear
some burden for this purpose—a burden to
some extent greater than it the same revenue
should be raised by taxes on whiskey. But it
also gets an enormous benefit which does not
arise from aoy internal tax,

Which would be the better, to raise part of
the revenue as we do vow, in such a mode as
to stimulate and build up home indumries, or to
raise two-thirds more vevenue from lignors and
tobacco, and let manufactures of iron, wool,

cotton” and wilk go down ubless they cau sus

tain themselves in equal competition with
the cheaper labor of other countries ! Having
been built up for more than twenty years by
means of the defence which import duties give,
these manufactures would of pecessity be pros-
tested it the daties shonld be renfoved. Dot
1o sane and intellizent man really hopea to see
the people strike down their industties in this
fashion, unless they can be brought to do 8o
unconsciously and unintentionally.  The thing
that men do propose, and hope to accomplish,
is to take off enonglh of the duties to render the
tariff no longer protective, under pretence of
removing bardens,

Now there is 10 necessity of tonching either
of these sources of revenue, The dnties that
yield revenae and also protect industry, thongh
they may be advantageonsly modified, can
stanil in the main without doing nnybody any
harm, for the buordens are nol felt while the
benefits are witnessed in the murvellous devel-
opment of our industries. The taxes that men
pay who use lignors and tobacco, in like man-
ner, benefit the whola country, while the bur-
dens that they impose are not felt by consumers.
But there are other taxes whick do embarrnss
indnslry and commerce ; taxes which are felt by
all consumers and affect il industry. The
minor  internal  taxes, yielding about
#13,000,000, are burdensome, and §o are many
of the dutieson imports. It would ve easy to
take off taxes amounting to more thau
$100,000,000, if Congress pleases, withont
essentinlly changing the protective duties or
lessening the revenue from liguors and tobaceo.
The Guvernment cannot spare so much of ita
revenue, but all that it can spare can be
taken from burdens which bring with them no
blessings, apd which are felt by the people, s
not thut the rational course to prefer

UNEASY BUTLER.

General Butler, it is reported, is already
tired of being Governor and wishes to
be elected Senator. All he seems to have
cared about the Governorship Wwus the
chance it gave him to whack his polit
icnl enewies over the head in his inaugural wd-
dress. He would nzuch rather ridienle the re-
forms attempted by others than begin any of
hisown. He has found oat that his carcer ns
Governor is likely to be a very ordinary ove in
spite of all he can do to make it sensational,
and that he ennnot accumuliate much Fresiden-
tinl ecapital in thut way. His innugural ad-
dress made considerable of a commaotion, but
it oftended a great many more people than it
pleased. 1In his desire to muke the most of the
opportanity, he overdid the sensational pa:t of
the business, The démngogue in lim over=-
shadowed the statesman; he nnconscivusly
showed humself to be not so much a refovmer us
a destroyer.  His nvsurd eflort to plaeate the
women by proposing an impossible and prepos-
terous plan for arriving at their opdnion vn the
suftrage question was o complete fuilure, e
wade bis doss of * tafly " g0 large that they have
rejected it with seorn and contempt, Heneeturth
they will be pumbered among his encmivs, lu
fact, the chief eflect of his address has been to
wake Massachusetts thoroughly mad, and
when the State gets into that wholesome con-
dizion 1t is always a cold geason for her
vnemies,

There are symptoms that the General suspects
something of this kind, [e is a tolerably acote
person and eannot lelp secing that it is going
to be no ensy task for him to make a record ns
s “reform” Governor with nearly the whole
press of the State Lostile to Lim, and with a
majority against him in the Legislature, He
is willing, therelore, to bave his careerns Goy-
ernor cut short and merged into that of Sen-
ator. So rajulan advapee from oue office to
another would attract sttention and might iw-
press some people with w belief that the Gen-
eral had begun the nscent and conld not be
stopped till he reached the Presidentinl chair.
Butler apparently has some such potion in
wind, He nns carried Massachusetts by storm,
and he hopes to carry the country in the
same way. Heina ennditate of the sky-rocket,
fireworks order. His convietion has always
been that the ignoraut and thonghtless con-
stitute @ large majority of the voting populu-
tion, and that if ne ean win their support, no
matter by what means, all will go well with
bim. This is why be plays the demagogue so
persistently,  This is why he suid st the Juck-
gon bangoet on Monday that instead of ® to the
victors belong the spoils,’ his motto was: * The
Government belongs to its Diends.” Tha’ was
a notification to the hungty Demooracy that if
they made Butler their canoidate for Presulent
and, elected him they woulidl huve the kind of
Civil Service Reform their Learts yearn for,

I& there uny chance for thir pulitieal juggler
to get into the Senate from Massachusetts ?
We can see none, The Republicans have over
fifty majority on joint ballot, and that m itself
ought to be an insurmountable ohetacle to his
ambition. Sowe of the Kepublicaus might vote
for him on the grouud that it would be a good
thing for the State to get him out of the Gov-
ornor's chair, but it is ot Likely that minny of
thiem wi'l take that short-sighted view, He will
in ull probability be forced to se-ve out his ter
for Governor, and will get very tired of it. He
is nmusing bimself now by going to the State
Honse at hall-past 8 in the morning and trying
i yain to find gome of the minor officials of the
State in their ofices ot that time, This is 4 very
cheap displuy of zeal for the wellare of the
people, and the fact that a * great reform Gov-
ernor™ ing to resort to it is pretty good evi-
dence that he is short of sensationul matevial,
The General is too uneasy, He ean never win
o Presidential nomination Ly showing such
“ gneontmon anxiety " for it.

REPUBLICAN REORGANIZATION,

We have a word for the Republicans of the
metropolis who decline to follow where the
gonfalon of Jolinny O'Brien leads, who fail to
find Steve French a  trostworthy political
mentor, who are not profoundly lwmpressed
with the statesmanship of which Barney Biglin
in & shining exponent. Fellow-Republicans
who ars dissatisfied and disgusted with the
way the party is munipulated in New-York,
what are you gomng to do aboutit? Republi-
can orgamzation in this eveat eity is but
another name for the most intolerant form of
bosstem. It hnd itsa origin in a corrupt deter-
mination to advance the interests of the
machine. It bLas been and is being perpetu-
ated for no larger or worthier purposs, The
charge was once moude sgainst certain Dem-
oeratie leaders that they favored keeping their
party ns small as possible, in order that their
own influence might be as large as possible, The
same indictment lies nguinst our local Repub-
lican “leagers.” Apparently they have no
other nim than the furtherunce of the for-
tunes of a faction and the feathering of their
own nests, They are perfeotly well awnte
that the district vrgauizations are conducted in
such a maoner as practically to excinde the
majority of the Republicans of the city from
membership therein. Bat the realization of
this foct does not disturd them in tho t.
The will of the majority is of infinitely less ac-
count to them than the will of a fow self-con-
stituted, selt-perpetuating, self-seoking Losses.

It is a deplorable state of things, und ob
viously ought to be remedied without delay.

But it will not remedy itself. If the Repnbli- | foreseen, nnd deliberately caleulated in ad- | B

cans of New-York do nut thewmselves strike the
Llow, they must expect in the future, as in the
past, tc have no pat nor 1ot in the gmdanes of
party alfairs ! to see delegntions seat to the loeul
and State conventions which represcnt nobody
except the bosses and the bosses’ narcow and
sclfish policy. Experience has shown that it is
neeloss to hope that the district associationa
will be reformed from the inside, O'Briew,
Freneh & Co, haye peither the taste nor the tal-
ent for that sort of work., What then ! Shall
the State Convention le louked to for redresa ¥
But the State Convention hus been looked Lo in
yain. The convention that met in this eity in
1881 was formally and fervently requested 1o
tuke steps looking to reorganization. But the
effort failed, Mr, George Bliss, who hod eried
und epated not in bebalf of sach reform when
reform was impossible, going over to the
eneimy just ns goon as it appeared to be not only
pessible but probable. History 18 apt to repent
itself tna political convention A% elsewhere,
8o that if the Republicans of New-Youk wait for
sueh o tribunal to right their wrongs they may
wait for the rest of thm eentury. Some of our
friends, after coudemning the course pursued
by those who manage the jocal Republican
machine, add for comfort that a radieal cor-
rection of the abuses of which they complain is
only “a question of time,"” Bat we beg to re-
mind all such that reforms which are set down
s ouly a question of time as a rule turn vat to
be a queation of go much time that those who
wait for them to be brought about commonly
# die without the sight.”

And therefore it is that we call upon all Re-
publieans in the metropolis who feel the need
of local party reorganization to lielp them-
selves. Well cousidered concerted action will
aecomplish all that they wish. If they do
nothing except talk then this year will witness
i repetition of the familinr programme—the
muchine will continue to ruun vver them and
thoy will continne 1o filo vigorous but ineffec-
tunl protesta against such treatment, This is an
off season in politics and therefora an excellent
time to set about the task. It isa task that
ought to be done withont delay and which will
redound to the credit of ull who engage in it.

NOT AN UNEXPECTED TRAGEDY,

Ons of the most exasperating features of the
hotel fire in Milwnukee is the fuct that the
catastrophe was not uvoespected. A liberal
allownnee must bo made for a tendeney on the
part of humian natire to exageerats snspicions
which have been saddenly and conspicuonsly
confirmed.  Men are apt to plume themselves
apon itheir eluirvoyant ntuitions Tespecting
appalling calamitivs, A colliflon in a railway
tunnel, the collupse of a suspension bridge, o
stampede in @ thestre or the destruction of a
Jarge hotel, invariably brings to light an abnor-
mal depres of suspicicusness on the purt of the
community, No mention is mmde of the fact
in Holy Writ, but undonbtedly whon the tower
in S losm fell there were wiseactes in the
ueighbuorhood who did not think of anybody’s
sins, but wagged therr heads and muttored that
they had always expected it, and had taken
piins for many years Lo cross over and pass at
a siufe distanee on the other side.  In Like man-
uer every catastiophe finds a section uf the
local public  fally prepared for it. As svon
as the dread event happens thousands are
ready to excinim that it 18 precvisely what they
tave been secrelly feuring or even publicly
predicting,  There is probably ooly one man in
ten thousand whose dread of an acveident on the
elevated railways will subject him doy and
night to the annovance aoad delay of strect-car
travel for long distness; but if o serious loss
of lite shoutd oconr not only the one man but
a large majority of the ten thousand would be-
come prowernaturally wise and snspicions after
the event, apd declure that it was ouly what
they lnd been conyineed wonld Lappen sooner
or Inter, and that the only cause for surprise
was that it had not happened  before,  Delated
prophecy of this sort 15 not the best evidenece of
human foresigit, Theve i3 u great mass of it
in Midwankes to-day, sespecting Wediesday's
calumity, which does not deserve serions at-
teption, Dot when a most elastic allowance is
mnde for tis  tendency on the part ol “Buman
pature to magnity its apprelieasions aud to
exuit its jndgment on supreme occasions, the
fact renouns thatl this catastrophe liad been
fureseen by coulions business men and expeori-
onced observers, It was not an unexpected
ey,

Tuis stutement Is groonded not only upon the
action of the lusurapce compauies in takiog
tiskos nt exceptionally high rates aud in recently
threatoring to throw over the buibling alto-
gethier, but upoa the testimony of ap ex-
perienesl man who Wis thorougaly acqunimted
with the'dangerous character of the property.
Mr. Bonuell, who was formerly the propiietor
ol the Newlall Hoose, has told o Trigese e
porter that e, and many others as well, had
eapectod that the structure would be de-
stroyed precisely aa it has been, It bad ail
the iuterior arrangemeuts required  tor a
rapid conilagration. ®The partitions were of
wood and plaster and were lLollow, so that
when the tire wus onee Kiodled it run like
electeieity  through the louse. The tloors
bt of (imsy material, and vot  sepursted by
layers of concrete from the collings below,
there were no ohstrictions to the progross of the
flames.  Ounteide, the Milwaukee brick afforded
a [air degrec ol protection from five, us was
proved o year ago when a building diagonally
vpposite was burned ; but juside there was an
enormous mass of tinder ready iu an instant to
flash 1uto flame and to become an uttesly un-
munagenblo bontive,  This is snbstantinlly the
description of the nbotel given by vne of its
former managers. It he evineed litle sur-
prise when he was ioformed of the terrible loss
of lile, it was becanse be was 1o o large measure
prepared to belicve that whenever the hotel
aliouldl eateh firte there would be no chance of
escape from the apper floora, Appurently this
belief was shated by many cuutious business
men in Milwankee,

This is, we repeat, the most exasperating
feature of this sickening calamity. 1t was not
upexpocted. DPrudent and experienced men,
knowing whereof they were speaking, had said
to themselves and to one another, * One of these
days that hive of human life will be burned
like a tlash, and up there gt the top there will
be no way of getting out!” Insurance men
recognized the insecunity of the property by
1alsing their rates. The hotel was considered
one of the most dangerous structures in the
city. Yet it wos allowed to stand until guests
and seryants were at lust overwhelwed by the
agonizing fate wnieh hud been so long in men's
thoughits and on their tongoes. Morals may he
drawn from the disaster by the score. If any
builaings in the world shonld be made fire-
proof, hotels should be. 1f any buildings should
bo constructed with special reference to slow
rather than rapid combustion, hotels should be,
If any bunildings should ‘be systematically
walehed night and day by ax ample force of
trained firemen, hotels should be. These are
good morals having a wide upplication, But
movals apart, the most glaring fact Is the in-
ability of the public to proteet itsell from
dangers aud calumities which are distinctly

Vance.

ENGINES OF HARBOR DEFENCE,

The recent trinls of the Lay torpedo in the
Bospliorus have an important bearing upon
naval warfare and harbor defence. This loco-
motive submarine wine has been greatly im-
proved sinee it was flrst tested in American
waters, The electrie wire, instend of being
ancoiled from the shure battery or firing point
as the torpedo proceeds on its errand of destrac-
tion, is paid out easily aud loosely from the
moving mine. The steering apparetus has
practically ceaged to be a drag upon the move-
ments of the torpedo. At the sama time the
veloeity hias been materially mcreased, the t9r-
pedoes recently supplied to the Russian Govern-
ment having attained a speed of twelve and
half knots an hour, and the disturbance on the
snrface of the water esnsed by its passage has
been diminished by the substitntion of two
gmall serews for the large one. In the Bos-
phorus the improved torpedo of this type was
not used, but one making only nine knots an
hour ; and it was rendered unnecessarily con-
spicuous iu order that the Sultan might watch
its progress irom the windows of bis palace, a
red flag being attached to the foremost guide-
rod. The bunting not ouly caught the eye of
{he observer, but every gust of wind us well
the consequence being 8 dip forward by which
the serew was raised aud the distarbance of the
water inoreased. The torpedo was not, there-
fore, tested under favorablefeonditions for
demonsteating  its highest degree of invisi-
bility and its maximnm speed. Hobart, the
Anglo-Turkish Admiral, swrites to Zhe London
Tines ‘hat amonsy the naval and military critics
who witnessed the experiments there was some
dissppointment expressed in respect to these
two points, but there was aad could be only
one opinion us to the accuracy of the ateer-
ing und the facility with which the torpedo
was manceivred in the currenw—it was econ-
sidered perfect.

An the trinls are deseribed in detail by a naval

corresponilent of the sume journal, it is appar-
ent tiat the American torpedo was tested ne-
der conditions which would have been fatal to
the suceess of the Whitebead torpedo. At the
southern ontlet of the Bosphiorus there are
stiong cnrrents running in opposite directions,
with eddies and a “choppy sew.” In such
waters the Whitehesd torpedo conld not have
been controlled from shore, inasmnch as the
etect of the carrents, changing honrly with the
tide and the wind, conld not Lave been caleu-
lated in advanee. A high wind rendered the
conditions excoptionally un favoruble, great
diflenlty being exerienced in moving the cutters
nsed in the trinls, The torpedo, bejpg sub-
jected ta these extreme teats, was steered di-
1eetly throngh the opening  between the cutters
to a target 100 yards heyond, wheree it turned
around and retarned to the starting peint on
land over amile distant, The strongest cur-
rent and the heaviest sea conld not divert it
from its courss, and it was eyery instunt com-
pletely under the control of the operator on
shote. Even the English eritics, prejudiced as
they wers in favor of the Whitehead toipedo,
were forced to admit that if Mr, Lay could
maintain his guarantee of increased speed and
the immersion of the entire torpedo with the
exception of the guide-rods, Le had devised a
most formidable engine of barbor defence,
whieh eould be used even where curtents and
tides were stropgest und  most changeable,
The eleetrienl steering apparatus, which gives
to this torpedo its clief adyantage over the
W hitehead, was shown to be as available on the
darkest night us in the day-time. The action
of the tarpedo was perfeet ufter nightfall, the
goide-rods carrying two small lamps visible to
ilie operator’s telesebpe, but sereened by shades
from observation in the opposite quurier.
§ The advance in torpedo systems of _offence
and defence made by American anid European
mventors during the lust decade hus tended to
diminish the value of naval arwaments. If the
hastily construeted earthworks and erumbling
fortifications of Alexandria conld not be bat-
tered down without a ten hours' bombardment,
low helpless those ironclads would huve been
if they had been exposed to sttuck from an in-
visible fleet of torpedo boats used in connection
with statiopary mines and well-manned shore
batteries! Not only does the torpede system
provide an avequuts means of obstructing the
passage of a hostile fleet of Inflexibles, Devas-
tations and Thunderers, through a strait like
the Dardapelles, or mto a harbor like that of
Alexandria or New-York, but it renders these
iron-plated monsters voluerable. |If the sides
and bottomas of these ships cgn &till be mate-
rially strengthened, the torpedoes can be more
heavily charged with dy uamite, although they
already carry 1560 pounsds  with ease; and in a
strigele between the protective qualities of
irun and steel and the destroctive properties of
explosives, there cau be only one ixste. It
cannot be settously questioned that the day for
buildiug great ironelads hus gone by. [t is not
worth while for any Government to expend
millions npon a single ironclad, which is not
only unmunageable in rough water, but with
the aid of electricity and dynamite can be sent
to the bottom by the movement of one man's
Land on a tiny keyboard a mile or more away.
In the noavies of the future the big gnn will be
monnted on a small floating carriage and a
fleet will be built for what one great ironclad
now costs,
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PERSONAL,

Thas Hon. Thomas A. Hendricks has so fur recov-
ored his houlth as to be atlo to walk out upon the
nireot,

The Rev, Henry Vandyke, Jr., who hus assumed
tho pustorate of the lirick Presbyterian Charch in
this city, will be succeeued in his former charge,
the Upited Congregutional Chureh, Newport, by
tho Rev. . F. Emereon, of Amberat, Miass.

Miss Jesslé F, Detoton, sister of Adelaide
Detchon, the actress, ts the first woman who has
over roceivod the degree of 10 1. 8. at the Phila-
delphia Dental College, She han now legun the
pravtice of her protession tu that ¢ity.

The Emperor and Empress of Germany have ad-
dressod watograph letters of thanks to the veleran
Prolessur Leopold von Rauks for the third volume
ol bis new work, “A Universal History,” which
nelpresented to thow s a Christmas giit,

Sir Higkman Bueon, the promisr Baronet of Eng-
land, is seriously ill wnd has been sent by nis physi-
vians to Madeira. He is a member of the sume fam-
ily that producved the illustrious suthor of the
“ Novum Organon.”

fir Tatton Sykes, who has recently ‘gone over to
the Roman Catholie Charch, and will buila a eathe-
dral in Westmlnster, is a striet vegetariun, and
&mwnhl;hl . nal :“b':.'c"""""i' to the narcows

possible limits, no wuse of parsiuon,
for the sake of generoaity in chulllmp. Lo

Mr, Lonnox Boyd, asaiost whom the Mossra,
Chawberlain bave bronght thair great libel suit, is
& woll-known member of English society. For
:mu.nyrl ::‘:‘i ::n:rn raident dlhn:lnr 1o Loudon of »
prominea ALES LOID L An
the oldes! members of I.ho’i“mm lezi&.. e

The Duke of Bucelough, althongh oue of the most
liberal and considerate of Kuglish landlords, has
mwml-;en l::nm. ageregating 2,400 acres, vacuut
on his Northamptonstire estate. They are all in ex-
Gollout order and weil situaied. Cortainly this in
siguiticunt of bad dimes mwong Log

The notorious Anglosey divorve suit, that hus long
Lluon a tnoms of gossip wnd scpndal in London, has

at lust boon setiled out of court, terms of sepuration

PLAS
albe was -_a.n?nmhm
Gulignani'a Messenger advises all Eaasia
ing Paris to tako a look at the interesting colles
of portraits of their distingnisbed
Mr, G. I Healey’s studie. Among them
inga of Abrstinm Liocoln, Dumier  Webstar,
Lothrop Mutlev, Genersls Grant, Sherman
Sheridan, Admiral Porter, Fatber Hockar, ,
:;Iwu. Thn:mdw fine portraits, pasiuted

1. Healoy, of the King of Roumauia,
i’lr tgoclllwuda o

the Compia de Lesnapa,
Misa Liljun Norton (M lie. Nordios) aa Margu

“Fanst,” The lust-named pi 4

L T By gl i g gl B
CraniestoN, 8. C., Jan, 11.—Information

heen received by the British Consul here that )

ton ou Mounday next, The Consul has received
direct news of the movementa of the Princess
Lo, bt e e
ere { t
the Princess hers aod m'f:n"} hor“tl;

a8 was at first contemplated.

‘PiiLapeLpiia, Jan. 11.—Archbishop Wood is ngf
serionsly ill, as has been reported. Ho was in hig
office to-day, and while he is not '
futigne of continuous work, uo a
us o his condicon.

GENERAL 3_'01'.!4
years old was cut down In Bucksport, Me., on

which was st the surfuce forty years ago, the
por fouad, to Lis amazemeat, s damond pin

it was fonnd, This s a to story. Can it be possibis

thst the difloulty of obtaining lguor in Maine
wlated unother deendful viee, even &s tho loss of ong
the senses olten resulia in the abnormal setivity a

another ¢

The defaniting Treasurer of Tennessee and
the companions of his Right went about New-0),
throngl whieh thoy passed on their way to Texzas, with
extraordinnry and P 1d
tholr uegent wotlve for escape. They drove from a
buuk to » restunirant, thenes to o gun stors, afterwand
to o barber shop, n drog-store nod » hotel, and Noally to

Jittle or wo attempt gt disguise. Polk wus roe
several persons amd
Boylan, but the news of t
Orlcaus just too late for Lis arrest.

ably known on Washingiou-st. wharf, Ban Franclses,
where be waa boro, reared and ensoouced in the affee-
tions of lls owner, deliberately committed sulcids on
Jannary 3 by laying his hewd upen the pavement snd
Boliling It thers untll an expross wagon had rolled over
it. A number of speetators dre willing to swear that the
act was prearrunged and Intentlonal, snd several pers
sons now remember toat the eat td shown previeos

symptome of Insanity, Fe bhad, moreover, undert

to commit sleldo several tmes before in o stwillar .:3
bidk lust eonrmgs at Lo list woment aud fad from e
approachlog wheels

An Indian whose mmnsical 3panish name
translsted Into beld Engll-h was * Long Hide,” dled by
his own aet on Decciuber 14 at the Real del Castillo
Lower Culifornin.  * Long Ilde ™ was & mwodern Metha«
selali; there 1o every resson to belleve that ho left his
first century behind bl long ago, and the people who
bad known bim all their llves stoutly declurs that he
must have been 150 yeara old.  He was well and notive
iutil abont & year ago, but since thon has been uble only
to crawl aronnd.  Decomber 14 was @ cold day in Lower
Callfornia, and bls friends » "
hin ;ketl. Tt t!E-.loltl I:l’l‘;:lll ‘l:nhwll::‘usi:lhm?n' ?ﬂe‘fﬁﬂ
wettlig his brush bonse on fire ho oruwled into the
flames. A stout young Indian tried to draw bim oo,
i apot Wbard e wee Il lakt aud Ml SRV
ﬂuulhemuhu:lmdmduu. AL

“ Harmlesa as dovea™ is now thonght g
London not to bo an aecourste comparison. The Posts
Oiften autboritics conuplaln  that these nbiguitous birds
nuike themselves a serions nuisance by perebing on tele-
graph wires; Bouseholders have many s dill to pay for
mortar wlhich they bave pecked away; at the British
Musouwm persistent but only partly successful efforts
bave been inade to get rid of - -
change the aut hurlml I.lm:nﬁ::mn: t:‘.r :'hlmao “‘xi:.
polnts into every noolt and corner of the architectirs
lkely to afford s lodgment for thele unweloome gussta;
and nowhers, it appears, arv they in lawnl on
exceptlag, perbaps, at the Gal
years past it Imnfhm\n the cusim o feed thew every
day with peas in order o estiavlish the richt of the cur-
poration to prosecite those who treat the with
oruelty,

The Turkish Government always claims by
stipulution half the sculptures found by tho areheolog-
1sts whom It permits to excavite on the Crown lenda
Ausirlan srehwologists had the luck not long sgo to
find at Gualbaktohe, opposite the islund of Rbodes, &
ruatsolenm of grent hoportance, and to recover alinost
the entirs seulptural decorations, consisting of reliefs of
uhjects feom the * Odyssey,” combats of the ustal clar-
weter of the best tiwe of Greek ort, Oreoks with A
zous, with Aslutios, ete., tho whole of whioh, though cul
fu & saudstous not caleulated to resist weather ns the
Umestones do, wre o excellont conaition. As soon a4
the Linportunee of the discovory wns  known lo Constins
tnople s telogrug Wis saot l’{nrhllnlln.ﬂ the peparation
of the seulpiures, but the Austrisns choso to faterpeed
this to thelr own advantage snd Inuuediately shipped
all the treasures W Viebus.

A case of suspended animation closely re-
sembling death has aroused mach interest in Wasbing-
ton.  Lust Sunday moruing o Mre. Reagan lving on
First-st., near the Government Printing Offce, wis ob
ber way toattend oarly mass at Bt. Aloysius's Church
when sbie suddenly becawe too fulut to procesd. Bhe
turned back and just snececded ln ronching her home
where sbe foll Insegsible on the door. Her family
thonglit that she was dewd aud 8o did & priest who wat
fustantly simmoned, but the dector supposed it to be a
cusg of suspendsd sulmation and sent oat for restors-
tlves, The pricst weust tu tho churel whore, after mass,
Lo spoke of the womsn's sudden dexth and offered
pruyers {or the ropose of her soul.  Meantime sho had
revived and d=soribod bor sensutlons.  8he suid that she

was conscious of volers st her bedside and knew that
the priest had pronousoed ber dead,  In un agony of np-
prolicidun she strove to wove or speak but her misels
wotllid nut oboy her willk When the restorutives
been foreed down her throat sho made what secwed 1o
ber u aiantie efurt, Weued over on bor side wtd cowe
slowly back Wi,

POLITICAL NEWS.

Democratie comment on the Polk defalea
tlow In Teuncssen Is soncerned ouly with ite effeet upon
the purty. The rigotor wrong of the transaction dis
tarbs them very little, In their view it is oaly auocther
butheratton, like the Clvil Servies bill, beiweens 'ham
wod the oficers, [f they can only prevent it from de-
siroying the confiderce tbey linagine tho people bave
displayed m the  Dewortatio party, the m'ﬂn Qan
o whistle” for thelr wouey.

Next week balloting begins in several of the
states for Untted States Senutors, and 1t will be quickly
discovered how severcly some aspirants bave been
stralping their i In ealoulating their sireng b.
Moen than oue Legialature has beon counted over several
thmes, i1 the dgures given by cundidalos are & eriterion.
The conntry was never ao rich In promising Senatorial
thmber ws by (8 to-day, sud b 18 sad To think that in a few
weeks at the fartuest wmost of it will pever be kuown
wgnin outside of crosatonds caususes,

Mr, Phudip C. Garrett, chairman of Phila-
lelpiin’s fumous itiee of One O WA Dome
jnated to the Board of Public Charities by Governor
Hoyt, but the Sonate bas refused to contirm the noming
tien. Hin defent was brought wbout by tbhe puinonal
nnimnnlg’o! several Benators who took occasion to vent
thelr grievances agalnst bim on the floor of the Scoato.
The host{ilty to him bad 1ts origin in -the part he ﬁ-nl
in the reform nulnpuifu In Philadetpita. The Giovernor
says that be will send o Mr. Gorveti’s nume again.

As the Demoerncy sobers up after its nu-
wmerous jolliflesiious over fta flattering prospects. &
vague suapiclon in ereeplog in that thers ls not a0 much
ground for u fealiug of confidenos ss it imagined. More
than one prominuet Dewocrat nas expressed doubts
within n fow weeks past whetter the party would oarcy
the conntry siter all next year. Aud when a Democrat
al'ows his frankueas Lo /Y ereomao

ters & douds 88 to Lils party's success; he

 indications of coming defrat, A nervous
fear 1a ey itew n_.m" Lyu tiat looked
"

'» brief twe ako.
The fat is in the fire again. At the Jack-

Majesty‘s ship Dido will probably arrive st Chasie' |
ne

able to behrthe
pmhemmh&'
Au oak whose rings showed itto b.i'm:.
m;
twenty-four brilliants in & silver sett Nobody lu-
whose It wis or can Imurlns;:: it I::ma to be m'.

hulh-'.

the station, staying in csch place a considerable time
and even addressing each othor by their real nanmes with

r zed by
#uwguolhm by ex-Chlef of Poilea
dofaleation reached New-

A twenty-five pound tom-cat long and faver.
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